chip

COALITION FOR HOMELESSNESS
INTERVENTION & PREVENTION

BRIEF: 2025 INDIANAPOLIS PIT COUNT

JULY 17, 2025
A SINGLE-NIGHT SNAPSHOT OF MARION COUNTY RESIDENTS SLEEPING OUTDOORS AND IN SHELTERS

Housing is a human right.

We envision an Indianapolis where everyone has a
safe, stable, and affordable home and is embraced by
compassionate care and an inclusive community.



BACKGROUND & METHODOLOGY

The PIT Count is a census of people experiencing homelessness on a single night in January. Nationally,
all Continuums of Care (CoCs) must conduct PIT Counts per the US Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). Counts reflect individuals in emergency shelters, transitional housing, or Safe
Havens, and folks who are unsheltered.! PIT Counts exclude folks staying with others temporarily
(couch-surfing) or instances where multiple households share a single living space. Counts also exclude
folks in institutional settings (e.g., hospitals, jails), even if they experienced homelessness the prior night.

PIT data allows CoCs to see a single-night snapshot of homelessness in their community. As such, PIT
data does not necessarily reflect the full, annual extent of homelessness in Indianapolis. However, the
PIT Count allows us to see a crucial shapshot of information. For example, it shows changes in the
population experiencing homelessness, utilization of shelter services, and conditions making housing
stability challenging (e.g., a physical disability). Knowing where neighbors stay outdoors is also vital in
connecting them to services.

How is PIT data used?

PIT Counts from every CoC in the nation are presented to Congress in the Annual Homeless Assessment
Report (AHAR), which informs national priorities on homelessness and critical funding decisions. Locally,
Black individuals comprise about 30% of Marion County residents, yet the majority of residents
experiencing homelessness. The Indianapolis Continuum of Care is committed to ensure we serve
our clients equitably and proportionately to how they enter our care, and the PIT Count provides data
through which our community can monitor who is in our system.

How is the PIT conducted?

Throughout the year, CoC agencies use the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)
to manage program enrollments and shelter stays and collect necessary client data. These
agencies provided counts of all individuals and households sleeping at their facility on the PIT
night, confirming data accuracy with HMIS. Providers not utilizing HMIS input data directly into an
electronic portal from the Institute for Community Alliances (ICA). Domestic violence shelters
provided aggregate client data with no personally identifiable information to protect client privacy.

Additiondlly, electronic surveys were used to gather information directly from unsheltered
neighbors sleeping in cars, in abandoned buildings, outside, and other places not meant for
human habitation. Surveys were conducted by Professional Blended Street Outreach (PBSO)
members and outreach teams and the IMPD Homeless Unit. Since the 2024 PIT Count,
outreach staff collected confidential information on where neighbors could be engaged through
the county. On the night of the 2025 Count, they surveyed at these locations. The next four
days, community volunteers surveyed at service provider locations (libraries, food pantries, etc.).
The survey respondents shared where they stayed on January 22, 2025. Surveys were voluntary and
participants could end the survey at any time. Data was cleaned and verified before submission to
HUD.

EACH NUMBER IN THE COUNT REPRESENTS A REAL, SACRED HUMAN LIFE. THEY
ARE OUR PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, SIBLINGS, CHILDREN, AND NEIGHBORS.

! please refer to page 28 of the FY 2024 HMIS Data Standards Manual from HUD for project definitions and descriptions.



https://files.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/HMIS-Data-Standards-Manual-2024.pdf

HOMELESSNESS: A SYSTEMIC HOUSING ISSUE

While many believe homelessness is caused by individual-level factors such as mental illness or
substance use, the rise in homelessness in the US is not due to individual-level factors. At its core,
homelessness is a systemic housing issue. For example, Indianapolis residents often spend a large
portion of income on housing costs, and our housing inventory is limited. While certainly not
exhaustive, the data below speaks to why homelessness persists in Indianapolis.

At least 40% of Marion County households cannot cover costs of
living.!

50% of Marion County renting households eamed under
$50,000 in 2023.2

From 2015 to 2023, Marion County's median rent
exceeded Fair Market Rents for studio and 1-bedroom
apartments.®

1in 4 renting households in Indy spent at least 50%
of their income on housing costs in 2023.4

On average, over 2,100 eviction filings occurred in
Indianapolis each month in 2024.5

About 6% of Marion County housing units were vacant in 2023.
Less than 1in 3 of these were for rent or for sale.®

a

3
United for Alice, 2US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) 1-Year Estimates, *Census Bureau ACS Estimates
and US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development, “Census Bureau ACS Estimates, °Eviction Lab at Princeton University,
SCensus Bureau ACS Estimates.
For an accessible and compelling statistical analysis of factors contributing to homelessness, consider Colbumn and Aldem’s
book, Homelessness is a Housing Problem.



2025 PIT AT-A-GLANCE

On the night of January 22, 2025, at least 1,815 Indianapolis residents slept in an Indianapolis
shelter, transitional housing, or place not meant for human habitation. The tables below reflect
individual neighbors’ locations, demographics, household composition, veteran status, and chronic
homeless status.

Location Count of Individuals Percent of Count

Emergency Shelters 1325 73%
Transitional Housing 159 9%
Unsheltered (vehicles, abandoned building, etc.) 331 18%
TOTAL 1,815 100%
Race & Ethnicity Count Percent (%)
Black 1,004 55%
Other Residents of Color* 185 10%
White, non-Hispanic/Latin(a)(e)(c) 626 34%

*Includes neighbors who are American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Hispanic/Latinfa)fe o), Middle Eastemn or Northemn
African, Multiracial, Native Hawdiian or Other Pacific Islander.

Gender Count Percent (%)
Gender-Diverse* 22 1%
Man (boy, if child) 1,102 61%
Woman (girl, if child) 691 38%

*Includes neighbors who reported a gender identity of non-binary, transgender, culturally specific (e.g., Two Spirit), and/or
a different identity.

Age Count Percent (%9
Below 18 316 17%
18 -24 134 7%
25-34 297 16%
35-44 390 21%
45 -54 286 16%
55 -64 302 17%
65 and Older 920 5%
Additional Subpopulations Count Percent (%)
Residents Experiencing Chronic Homelessness 401 22%
Residents in Families with Children 491 27%
Veterans Expenencing Homelessness 125 7%
Unaccompanied Youth (<18) and Young Adults o
(18 - 24) 87 5%

Note: Data excludes residents couch surfing, multiple households in a single unit, and individuals who were
previously experiencing homelessness but in institutional settings (e.g., hospitals), on the night of the PIT.



KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM THE 2025 PIT COUNT

1,815

00
! I l ' Individuals were
included in the PIT, a 7%

increase from 2024.
1,004

1,004 Black residents
were included in the
2025 PIT, compared to
899 in 2024.

491

® ® Individuals experienced

£ homelessness in families
with minor children,

representing 27%of the

total PIT Count.

331

Individuals were
unsheltered in 2025.
This is the third year of
historically high counts
of unsheltered residents.

125

Veterans were
experiencing
homelessness during the
“ Count. This is a 26%

decrease from 2024!

24°6
401 residents were
experiencing chronic
homelessness, a 24%
increase from 2024.

55%

Black residents
represented 55%of
the PIT Count,
compared to about
30%of the county
population.

68%

The majority (68%) of
individuals experiencing
family homelessness
were Blackin 2025.

181%

The count of unsheltered
residents experiencing
chronic homelessness
has increased 181%since
COVID-19 (2020).

~100%
Nearly every open bed on
2025 night had a
requirement (e.g., women
and children or domestic
violence survivors).

Note: additional information, including historical PIT Count data, can be viewed on the CHIP website. You
may also request additional insights and data via CHIP’s data request form.
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